
Generations of Family Farming

 1858
Peter Young 
sets out for 
California to 
meet his brothers 
at the height of 
the Gold Rush.  
After mining 
in El Dorado 
County, he 
purchases land 
and builds the 
family homestead 
in Alexander 
Valley. 

 1885
Peter purchases 
the 210 
uncultivated 
acres that flank 
the family 
homestead 
and cultivates 
the land as a 
working prune 
orchard to 
support his 
family.

 1914
Silas Young, 
Peter’s youngest 
son inherits a 
portion of the 
family farm.  
Attributed to 
the stress of the 
Great Depression, 
Silas passes away 
at 51, leaving 
behind his wife 
Florence and 
their children, 
Robert and 
Marion. 

 1935 -

Robert Young 
begins working 
the land of the 
family ranch as 
a sophomore  
at Healdsburg 
High School. 
He marries his 
high school 
sweetheart, 
Gertrude, and 
they have 4 
children: JoAnn, 
Susan, Jim, and 
Fred. 

Robert planted  
the fi rst Cabernet 
Sauvignon in
Alexander Valley
on a few acres of 
pasture behind
the old farmhouse.
In the subsequent 
years, the property 
is completely 
replanted with 
premium wine 
grapes.

 1997
With their father’s 
blessing, Robert 
Young Estate 
Winery was 
pioneered by Fred 
Young. Together 
with his siblings 
JoAnn, Susan, & 
Jim, they produced 
their fi rst vintages 
of Estate Scion 
and Chardonnay 
are produced 
to spectacular 
reception.

Peter Young. 1831-1914 Silas Young. 1884-1935 Robert Young. 1919-2009

2000’s to

Our portfolio of 
wine expands to 
include single 
varietal Merlot, 
Petit Verdot, 
Cabernet Franc, 
and Malbec.  
Bob’s Burn Pile
Cabernet 
Sauvignon is 
created and 
recognized as 
our pinnacle
red wine.
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